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Knox County Notables: WWE Superstar and AEHS Graduate Bianca Belair

KNOXVILLE, Tenn.— Knox County Mayor Glenn Jacobs interviewed WWE Superstar Bianca
Belair as part of his “Knox County Notables” series, which focuses on hometown heroes and
local folks who have helped promote and benefit the East Tennessee region.

Belair, a Knoxville native and Austin-East High School and University of Tennessee graduate,
won the WWE’s 2021 Royal Rumble Match and claimed the SmackDown Women’s Title at
WrestleMania 37. She returned to Knoxville last week to visit family and friends and participate
in Friday night’s SmackDown event.

The day before, she surprised AEHS students, staff, and administration by appearing at the pep
rally for their homecoming game against the Northview Academy Cougars.

“Being from Knoxville has instilled so much pride in me...and I always feel welcome here,” she
said.

The Mayor and Belair on Thursday (Sept. 16) sat down for roughly 15 minutes to talk about her
journey through college and track (she became All-Sec and All-American); fashion design (she
made her own WrestleMania gear and a red carpet dress, among other things), and how she
joined the WWE.

“I was so nervous, but my dad always pops in my head whenever I’'m nervous and he always
says, ‘It’s ok to be nervous — just don’t be scared,’” she said.

She also touched on some personal challenges in her life and what she would tell others who are
facing similar obstacles

“To anyone out there struggling with anything, all I can say is just try . . . don’t be afraid to try,”
she said. “I feel like we live in a culture now where some people make fun of you for trying.
Don’t be afraid to fail — because you might fail multiple times — but eventually you will succeed.
If someone tells you that you can’t, you just tell them: ‘Says who? Not me! I say I can, so I say I
will.” Go out there and try and don’t be afraid to fail. Just keep trying and trying and starting
over every single day.”

You can watch the full interview here.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7n0VC2Hql88

